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The working group is a network and a digital platform connecting and reflecting on theory and practice. At the inaugural meeting in Zagreb in June 2015, participants suggested the following focus:
• How do museums produce knowledge?
• What is a museum today?
• How can museums contribute to current research?
More precisely the participants wanted the working group to be a network and digital platform facilitating:
• Culture is a platform for dialogue, cooperation, and networking among European ethnologists with a special interest in theorizing the field of museums and material culture. We hope this working group will be bridge-building also to our colleagues who are researchers and professionals currently not active in SIEF but whose active participation in the group would strengthen the Society and the discipline(s). When ethnology evolved as a museum discipline in the late 19th century Europe, ethnologists' interpretations of material culture (local, rural, regional, folk) formed the collections at numerous museums. Museum collections played a significant role in the history of Europe. Since then, ethnologists have both shaped and reshaped the field of material culture studies and museum practice. However, the paths taken by the discipline of ethnology at the universities in Europe during the last 20 years have in many instances swayed away from the museum world. With a generational shift old perceptions have dissipated, and both museum professionals and academics can view the museum and processes of musealisation with fresh eyes and new perspectives.
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Finally, we will strive to: 
